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10 Things You May 
Not Know About 
Abraham Lincoln

1. Lincoln spoke with a high-pitched 
voice

2. He grew a beard after an 11-year-
old girl suggested it

3. He wasn’t a terrific speller

4. He once received a city as a 
Christmas present

5. He commuted to work in the 
summer

6. He often stored papers in his 
stovepipe hat

7. He received a patent for an 
invention

8. He was not the main speaker at 
Gettysburg

9. As s youth, he made his own math 
notebook

10. He was an easygoing father



Things Forgotten

▪ Department of Agriculture

▪ Homestead Act of 1862

▪ Railway Act

▪ Morrill – Land Grant Acts

▪ National Currency Act of 1863

▪ National Bank Act of 1864

“Western New Deal”













Shelby Foote
“The CW is the outstanding event in Am history as far as making us what we are.  
The kind of country we are, and aspire to be, emerged from the CW – not the Am 
Rev, not WWI or WW2.   Unlike other CWs it settled something.  The central event 
in our history.  Defined our character and made singular the “USA”.   [‘the US are’ 
to ‘the US is’.]





Bull Run   
Antietam   

Fredericksburg   
Chancellorsville  

Gettysburg  
Vicksburg
Atlanta 

Petersburg/Richmond 
Appomattox









Impact/Legacy as a Leader

▪ Clarity

▪ Decisiveness

▪ Humility

▪ Character



They are clear and concise at all times – there is no question of their vision 
and what needs to be accomplished. This gives others the opportunity to 
digest their goals and decide whether or not they will support their cause. 
Generally, very few people know what they want, much less how to get there, 
so they will gravitate towards those who appear to have a clear picture in 
mind – good clarity leads to great achievement. 

Clarity



Letter to 
James 
Conkling

“Why should they do any thing 
for us, if we will do nothing for 
them? If they stake their lives for 
us, they must be prompted by 
the strongest motive--even the 
promise of freedom. And the 
promise being made, must be 
kept.”



Decisiveness
Once they have made up their mind, they don’t hesitate to commit – it’s all 
hands on deck. They show great consistency with their decisions, rarely 
backing out or changing their minds unless it is absolutely necessary. Being 
decisive shows commitment, a quality very high in demand for a great leader. 





Humility
While confidence is a very attractive trait in leaders, there’s nothing ike a 
humble character for creating a loveable persona. Great leaders admit when 
they are wrong and take criticism as an opportunity for growth. Show the 
world how grateful you are to be where you are. This, in turn, will 
demonstrate how much you deserve the leadership role. 







Character
The mental and moral and ethical qualities distinctive to an individual.  The 
aggregate of features and traits that form the individual nature of a person.
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